Squarebird rear foam and upholstery

The following guidelines are based upon my personal experience in fabricating foams and doing complete upholstery jobs;

Steps to follow when Hog Ringing the Upholstery over the Foams and onto the Frames

1. Pad the perimeter of the frames by cutting 3 or 4 inch wide lengths of poly batting material, enough to use as padding for the entire perimeter of the frame.

2. Spray one side of batting with aerosol adhesive and place the batting material over the edge perimeter wire of the frame.  Pinch the batting together over the frame edge wire so the contact glue will hold the batting in place.

3. Center foam on frame.
4. Insert wire splines into foam slice cut (coat hangers make good spline material).
5. Hog ring the splines to frame thru back fabric of seat foam thus anchoring the foam to the frame.
6. Cut 3-4” wide strips or lengths of ½” to 1” foam or batting material

7. Either use contact glue or hog ring the foam strips onto the frame perimeter to match up with the seat foams.  You may also simply use aerosol spray contact adhesive to glue the foam strips at the perimeter base of the foams around the perimeter of the seat frame.  These foam/batting strips will alleviate any undue pressure or chaffing of the upholstery material onto or across the metal frames when the upholstery is drawn down tight over the foam and frame assembly.
8. Insert wire splines into the pocket inserts of the upholstery 

9. Place the upholstery over the foam and insert the upholstery attached spline sleeves into the foam slice cuts.

10. Hog ring the inserted upholstery spline onto the inserted foam slice cut spline, thus anchoring the upholstery to the foam and the frame.
11. Start at top and bottom centers working outwards from center to each side continuing around the foam/frame corners, first gently stretching the upholstery over the foam to gain the desired contour and hog ringing the upholstery onto the frame bottom.

12. Cautiously alternate hog ringing locations gently pulling upholstery to evenly contour foam and eliminate unnecessary folds in the fabric.

13. It will be necessary to occasionally use diagonal pliers (dikes) to cut hog rings off and relocate the fastening location of them in order to gain the correct stretching distance and foam contour. 
14. Using an extra layer of batting material to increase the foams bulk should be used for any areas of the upholstery/foam desired to have greater bulk, contour or tension. 

PRECAUTIONARY WARNING: 

Upon installation of your upholstery fabric over your new foam seat cushion onto the seat frames; please do consider the application of using heat. Upholstery must be stretched and hog-ring fastened in temps in excess of 80 degrees Fahrenheit. A hot summer's day or heat lamps are required for correct stretching and installation of the upholstery vinyl fabric over the seat foams and hog-ringing onto the seat frames. You have no other alternative, other than to be in a very warm temp environment or to use auxiliary heat when you hog-ring the upholstery over the foams onto the frames, less you may tear the upholstery or seams. Please contact me directly with any questions regarding the installation of such. 

Best Birding, 

Jed Zimmerman

How Marine Service 
Cell# 612-708-2144
askhow@aol.com


